
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF  

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

RIVER TRAILS PARK DISTRICT, 

COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, HELD  

 AT 1500 E. EUCLID RD. IN SAID DISTRICT 

   ON THE 1ST DAY OF JUNE 2023 AT 6:00 P.M. 

 

I. The President called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and directed Crista Altergott, 

Administrative Assistant/Risk Management to call the roll. Upon the roll being called, the following 

Commissioners answered present: Jennifer Rezek, Leah Lussem, Nancy Parra, Melissa Ackerman 

and Robert Hoban III. Also present were Director Bret Fahnstrom, Superintendent of Finance & 

HR David Oswald, Superintendent of Recreation Patti Mitchell, Superintendent of 

Communications and Marketing Christine Powels and Superintendent of Parks Mike Hanley. 

 

II. Visitors Present:  None 

 
III. The Agenda for June 1, 2023 was submitted for approval. Commissioner Parra moved to approve 

said agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lussem and approved by 

common consent. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes for the Regular Meeting of May 4, 2023. Commissioner Lussem moved to 

approve the minutes as presented. Commissioners Hoban III and Parra abstained from the vote. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ackerman and approved by common consent. 

 

V. Approval of Minutes for the Annual Meeting of May 4, 2023. Commissioner Lussem moved to 

approve the minutes as presented. Commissioners Hoban III and Parra abstained from the vote. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ackerman and approved by common consent. 

 

VI. Approval of Minutes for the Regular Meeting of May 18, 2023. Commissioner Hoban III moved 

to approve the minutes as amended. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lussem and 

approved by common consent. 

 

VII. Communications 

a. Miscellaneous Communications: Director Fahnstrom presented the Government 

Finance Officers Association (GFOA) News Release from June 7th, 2023. River Trails 

Park District has been awarded the Certificate of Achievement and Excellence in 

Financial Reporting for its annual comprehensive financial report for the fiscal year 

ended December 31, 2021. Director Fahnstrom applauded Superintendent of Finance 

and HR, David Oswald, David’s team and David’s predecessor for the diligence to 

details and hard work. Director Fahnstrom then presented a flyer from the Office of the 

Illinois Secretary of State. On Wednesday, June 28th from 10am until 2pm, the Secretary 

of State Mobile Services will be at the Village of Mount Prospect, 50 S. Emerson St. They 

will provide identification registration and renewal services.  

 

VIII. Old Business       None 

  



 

IX. New Business 

a. Willow Trails Park Renewal Bid Approval was presented by Superintendent of Parks, Mike 

Hanley. The board has previously seen and approved the Willow Trails Renovation Master 

Plan. The Willow Trails Park Renovation Phase 1 is set to begin construction summer of 

2023. The total budget was set at $1,080,000 and the Clauss Brothers bid came in at 

$851,186.50 including Alternate A, Bankshot and Alternate B, Futsal Court 10’ Welded 

Wire Fencing. River Trails Park District received the bid from Clauss Brothers Inc. RTPD 

has worked with this company in past on project at Burning Bush, Aspen Trails Park and 

the bunkers at Rob Roy GC.  A new, larger and centralized playground will replace the 

existing playground on the north side of the park. This area will consist of play elements 

for all ages, fitness equipment, seating, pathways and ADA accessible play features, and 

surfacing. A grilling and picnic area will be created adjacent to the existing large shelter. 

The north basketball courts will be renovated and make space for young play features 

including Bankshot basketball and playground games marked on the court surface. A grass 

volleyball court will be installed in the southwest quadrant of the park. The asphalt futsal 
court will be renovated with a new surface, goals and reinforced fencing on ends to 

maintain sidelines. A new pathway will connect the large shelter to the futsal and grass 

volleyball courts. The tennis courts and small play area located in the Northeast corner 

of the park have been eliminated. Commissioner Parra asked if the proposed covers 

everything the community identified as a need. Director Fahnstrom replied that most 

areas identified are being addressed except parking and a couple park amenities. 

Commissioner Hoban III asked to verify the process of alternates consideration and if the 

public supports Bankshot. Director Fahnstrom said that the alternates were only 

considered based on the needs of the community and the funds available. For this project 

both are available. Pricing came in strong. We will be approximately $19,000 over the 

initial budget, however, Director Fahnstrom believes we will be able to manage this 

deficient. The basketball courts are always a favorite of the community. Currently, the 

courts are dominated by older kids and adults. Bankshot will provide specialized courts 

and hoops for younger basketball players and those who would like to work on trick 

shots, opposed to games. Commissioner Parra asked how much of the $851,186.50 total 

includes ADA funds. As the proposed is deemed 6% ADA compliant, Superintendent 

Hanley replied $130,000 was budgeted for pour and play and anticipates between $66,000 

to $69,000. This will free up Capital Funds. Commissioner Lussem moved to approve the 

Willow Trails Park Renewal Bid as presented including alternates A and B1. The move 

was seconded by Commissioner Parra. Upon roll being called, the Commissioners voted 

as follows: 

 

AYE:   Jennifer Rezek, Leah Lussem, Nancy Parra, Melissa Ackerman, 

           Robert Hoban III 

NAY:  None 

ABSENT:  None 

 

X. Park Tour. Commissioner Hoban III excused himself at 6:27, prior to the Park Tour. 

Superintendent Hanley procured a River Trails Park District bus to shuttle individuals to the 

various locations. Attendance included Commissioners: Jennifer Rezek, Leah Lussem, Nancy 
Parra and Melissa Ackerman. Also present were Director Bret Fahnstrom, Superintendent of 

Finance & HR David Oswald, Superintendent of Recreation Patti Mitchell, Superintendent of 

Communications and Marketing Christine Powels and Administrative Assistant/Risk Management 



Crista Altergott. The following locations were visited: Evergreen Trails Park, The Zone and 

Sycamore Trails Park. At each stop Superintendent Hanley and Director Fahnstrom provided a 

brief history and current usage.  

 

XI. Commissioners Comments. Commissioners Rezek, Lussem, Parra and Ackerman all remarked 

on the Park Tour. General consensus being the pleasure of viewing RTPD services up close and 

while is use by residents.  

 

XII. Adjournment. There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Rezek made a motion 

to adjourn the meeting at 7:39p.m. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ackerman and 

approved by common consent. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________                ___________________________ 
                             President                                                                Secretary 


